
After 34 years of service to the City of Roanoke, Captain JJ Price is officially retired leaving 
behind a legacy built on leadership, tradition, mentorship, and heart. 

JJ spent his career serving at Stations 4, 7, 13, 9, 1, and 14, where he built lifelong 
relationships with the community and his crews. From fighting fires out of old Station 7 and 
Station 9 to earning his medic certification, JJ has witnessed firsthand how the fire service 
has evolved over the decades. 

He remembers learning the city before GPS existed, memorizing streets and hydrant 
locations while running errands on the old messenger truck. For JJ, knowing the city wasn’t 
just about directions; it was about knowing the people, understanding their needs, and 
being ready to help when it mattered most. 

Inspired by following in his father’s footsteps, JJ joined Roanoke Fire-EMS after realizing 
college wasn’t the path for him. What started with an air pack, a mask, and a captain 
telling him to “stay with me if we get a call” became a career dedicated to service. 

Throughout his time with the department, JJ has been passionate about firefighter safety 
and EMS innovation. He takes tremendous pride in serving on the turnout gear committee 
and helping create one of the best gear and repair facilities on the East Coast. He has also 
seen how advancements in EMS, including the Lucas device and cross-trained 
firefighter/medics, have improved patient outcomes and saved lives. 

More than anything, JJ says the people are what made the job special. From growing up 
surrounded by the fire service through his father’s career, to mentoring younger firefighters 
and encouraging them to “reach back and bring the next guy forward,” JJ has always 
believed in building others up. 

As he enters retirement, he’s looking forward to spending more time with his family, 
celebrating holidays on the actual holiday, and being present for every grandbaby birthday. 
But while he may be retiring from active duty, JJ says he’s “not going anywhere” and 
continues to support the department, the union, and the crews he cares so deeply about. 

Thank you, Captain Price, for 34 years of dedication, leadership, and service to the City of 
Roanoke. Enjoy your well-earned retirement. 

 


